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The intention of the German leaders to "nibble" at the statute of
Danzig is none the less evidenced anew by these facts.

Such were the tactics formerly applied by Germany in the occupied
Rhineland, but there they were confronted by a system of administra-
tion which it was easier to defend; all the circumstances (ceremonies,
strikes, catastrophes) were utilized by the authorities of the Reich to
try to introduce uniforms into the demilitarized zone.
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M. COULOXDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, June 13, 1939.

A PEESON in close touch with this Embassy has just gathered
together the following observations from someone in Herr von
Ribbentrop's immediate entourage.

Beneath the apparent calm which at the moment prevails in Berlin
and astonishes some people and worries others, they are feverishly at
work at the Wilhelmstrasse. Preparations are being made to face all
manner of eventualities, but before directing his foreign policy into
any one definite channel, Herr von Ribbentrop is awaiting the out-
come of the talks between the Western Powers and Russia. The
Danzig question is, in his eyes, only a detail which in itself does not
interest him. For him it is the whole Polish question which is at stake.
This problem could be settled :

Either by an arrangement with England and France, as was the
Czechoslovak problem,

Or by an arrangement with Poland itself,

Or by an arrangement with Russia.

The first solution is ruled out by the attitude adopted by France
and England since March 15.

The second has met with the rigid resistance from Poland, backed
by the British guarantee. There is now no longer much hope of its
being realized, for the so-called negotiations in progress between
Warsaw and Berlin only deal with technical details and do not touch
on the conflict of principle.

There remains, therefore, the third solution, namely the destruction
of the Polish State by partition between the Reich and Russia.

Herr von Ribbentrop has not given up this idea. He will not
abandon it until the Anglo-Russian pact is signed. Until then he
reserves all decisions, while continuing to show every consideration to
the Soviets.

The return of the "Condor" Legion should normally have been an
occasion for diatribes against Bolshevism. Herr von Ribbentrop saw
to it that none of the speeches contained anything likely to offend
Russia. The Fiihrer himself, when addressing the "Condor" Legion
never uttered the word "Bolshevism" or "Communism." It was